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(57) Abstract: In a broadcast network access-management sys- 
tem comprising at least one master decoding device provided 
with a smart card, and at least one slave decoding device linked 
to it, and a transmitter device which generates and transmits en- 
titlement management messages intended for the linked master 
and slave decoding devices and other devices, the master decod- 
ing device (11) and at least one slave decoding device (12) linked 
together are located in a defined distance and operate when a dis- 
tance between them does not exceed the defined distance depen- 
dant upon a cable length, a configuration, a number and quality 
of splitters and connections. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[Received by the International Bureau on 22 September 2003 (22,09.03): 
original claims 1, 9, 25 and 33 replaced. Claim 43 added [3 pages] f 

CLAIMS 

1. A broadcast network access-management system comprising at least 
one master decoding device provided with a smart card, and at least one slave 
decoding device linked to it, and a transmitter device which generates and 
transmits entitlement management messages intended for the linked master 
and slave decoding devices and other devices characterised in that the master 
decoding device (11) and at least one slave decoding device (12) are linked via 
a connection which is continuously checked and the slave decoding device (12) 
operates when the connection between the master decoding device (11) and 
the slave decoding device (12) remains unchanged or changes in allowable 
limits. 

9. The broadcast network access-management system, according to claim 
1, in which accuracy of the connection between the master decoding device 

(11) and the slave decoding device (12) is determined from a level of a signal 
exchanged between the master decoding device (11) and the slave decoding 
device (12). 

25. A management method of receivers provided with smart cards and linked 
to a television broadcast network, among which at least one device is the 
master decoding device with at least one slave decoding device and an 
interlinked transmitter device which generates and transmits messages that 
allow to use the master and the slave decoding devices and receivers 
connected to them, the management method comprising the following steps: 
linking the master decoding device (H) and at least one slave decoding device 

(12) through a connection; 

checking continuously the connection between the master decoding device (11 ) 
and the slave decoding device (12) for changes occurred; 
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allowing the slave decoding device (12) to operate only when the connection 
between the master decoding device (H) and the slave decoding device (12) 
remains unchanged or changes in allowable limits. 

33. The management method, according to claim 25, characterized in that 
accuracy of the connection between the master decoding device (11) and the 
slave decoding device (12) is determined from a level of a signal exchanged 
between the master decoding device ( 11) and the slave decoding device (12). 
Accuracy of connection 

43. The broadcast network access-management system, according to claim 
1 , in which the connection between the master decoding device (H) and the 
slave decoding device (12) remains unchanged when a cable length, a 
configuration, a number and a quality of splitters and connections do not 
change. 
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Statement under Article 1 9(1 ) 

The application entitled BROADCAST NETWORK ACCESS- 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MANAGEMENT OF 
RECEIVERS OPERATING WITHIN BROADCAST NETWORK contained claims 
1 to 42. Claims 1, 9, 25, 33 replaced by amended claims bearing the same 
numbers. Claim 43 added. 

Amendment to claims 1, 9, 25 and 33 is based on the language of 
specification page 8, lines 4 - 29. New claim 43 is based on the language of 
claim 1 as originally filed. 

Amendment is submitting to change the base claims 1 and 25, to add 
claim 43 and to correct and clarify the language of the claims 1 and 25 of the 
present invention. 
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